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Mr. Speaker, I would like to take
this moment to thank the brave men
and women of the United States Navy
and crew of the USS Little Rock, past
and present, for their service.

On behalf of Buffalo and western New
York, it is an honor and a privilege to
serve as the site from which the USS
Little Rock will embark on its next mis-
sion.

This new vessel will make a formi-
dable addition to the United States
Navy fleet, and its dedicated crew,
tasked with protecting our Nation’s
coasts and waterways, will ensure the
ship lives up to its motto: “Back with
a Vengeance.”’

———

ROHINGYA CRISIS

(Mr. HURD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, many dec-
ades ago, we swore it wouldn’t happen
again, yet it happened in Rwanda in
1990, in Bosnia in 1995, Darfur in 2003,
and it is happening right now in
Burma. The word is ‘‘genocide.”

It is unclear how many Rohingya
men, women, and children have been
lost to violent beatings, arson, and in-
discriminate firings because the gov-
ernment is refusing access to human
rights investigators. What we do know
is that, since August, over 600,000
Rohingya civilians have fled to neigh-
boring Bangladesh to escape system-
atic persecution, mass rape, killings,
and disappearances committed by the
Burmese military. These are crimes
against humanity and the very defini-
tion of ethnic cleansing.

There is no place for genocide in 2017.
The international community needs to
increase the humanitarian access to
Rohingya.

In addition, we must consider the cri-
sis from a national security perspec-
tive. Not only are the squalid refugee
camps teeming with contamination
and disease, but the mass exodus and
horrible conditions are a breeding
ground for terrorist recruitment.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the resolution.

———

CONCEALED CARRY RECIPROCITY

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, this
year we are again experiencing terrible
gun violence that destroys lives, tears
apart families, devastates commu-
nities, and is leaving a stain on our Na-
tion.

Sadly, after thousands of senseless
deaths, after Sandy Hook, after the
Pulse nightclub, after Las Vegas, and
after so many more, this body has
taken no action, just the now trag-
ically routine moments of silence and
then back to business as usual.

But this week Congress will, in fact,
take action, action making it easier for
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dangerous people to carry concealed
guns throughout the country. It is in-
conceivable to me that this bill is what
comes to the floor from the debate
about gun safety.

Concealed carry reciprocity allows
people from States with the loosest
safety standards or no safety standards
at all to carry a firearm across the
country irrespective of local laws.

I will give one example. In my State
of Illinois, people who have two DUIs
within 5 years cannot get a concealed
carry permit. But this bill would over-
ride our State law, rendering our and
every other State legislature virtually
helpless to protect their own citizens.

I rise today in strong opposition to
the reckless and dangerous concealed
carry reciprocity bill, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

SUPPORTING CONCEALED CARRY
RECIPROCITY ACT

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise in support of the Concealed Carry
Reciprocity Act.

The constitutional rights of law-abid-
ing gun owners in my north Texas dis-
trict do not end when they cross State
lines. The Second Amendment protects
the right of my constituents—and of
all Texans and people throughout our
country—to keep and bear arms.

This week the House will vote on leg-
islation allowing gun owners with a
State-issued concealed carry license to
freely travel between State lines.

Many States already acknowledge
the concealed carry permit of another
State. The Concealed Carry Reci-
procity Act simply ensures the rights
of private citizens be upheld regardless
of the State that they are in.

I cosponsored this legislation, and I
will continue to stand up for it. I urge
the passage of this bill that will pro-
tect our constitutional rights.
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NEW RULE

(Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to
suggest a new rule.

All my life, I have heard the Repub-
lican Party preach family values and
fiscal discipline, but in the course of a
single week, Mr. Speaker, we have seen
the Republican Party in this House
vote to add more than $1 trillion of new
debt because tax cuts for rich people
matter more. We have seen the Repub-
lican President and the Republican
Party in the Senate choose to support
a credibly accused pedophile because
power matters more.

So, I will tell you what, Mr. Speaker,
new rule: After today, the Republican
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Party can choose to support massive
new debts and politicians who abuse
kids, but it cannot lecture the rest of
us about it. The rest of us have listened
to our last lecture from Republicans
about family values or fiscal discipline.
From now on, that party has no credi-
bility on either issue.

So I will tell you what. When it
comes to family values or fiscal re-
sponsibility, please keep it to your-
selves. We have heard enough of it.

——
SUE STIVERS DAY

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Ms. Sue Stivers
of Columbia in the First District of
Kentucky.

Heralded as the ‘“‘matriarch of Adair
County,” Sue has been an outstanding
contributor to the livability and pros-
perity of her hometown. Her extensive
involvement in working to better her
fellow citizens’ lives through her dec-
ades of experience with the Coopera-
tive Extension Service is a testament
to her steadfast dedication to a life of
serving others.

She has not only helped local busi-
nesses to thrive during her tenure as
executive director of the Columbia-
Adair County Chamber of Commerce,
but has also been extensively involved
in one of the main components of life
in Columbia, Kentucky: Lindsey Wil-
son College.

An honorary alumnus and a long-
time member of the board of trustees,
Sue has continually pursued means of
giving back to her community and, as
a result of her positions, has had an in-
fluence on individuals from across the
Commonwealth, country, and globe.

I am honored to recognize Sue for her
tireless service as she has continually
made Columbia and Adair County ‘‘a
great place to call home.”

——

RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, the
chief reason the ‘‘American experi-
ment”’ in liberty and democracy has
been so successful is our belief in God-
given, inalienable rights. One of these
fundamental freedoms is an individ-
ual’s right to ‘‘keep and bear arms.”

While the original intent of the Sec-
ond Amendment to the Constitution
was the defense against an abusive, ty-
rannical government, the central prin-
ciple is to empower Americans to pro-
tect themselves, their families, and, as
we witnessed in the Sutherland Springs
shooting, their communities.

Statistics show annual reductions in
murder rates as concealed carry laws
have gone into effect and that violent
crime has decreased as gun ownership
has increased. In fact, according to
Gun Owners of America, citizens defend
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themselves with lethal force against
criminals twice as often as police do
every year.

The Concealed Carry Reciprocity
Act, which I cosponsored, simply al-
lows law-abiding citizens who are li-
censed to carry a firearm the freedom
to travel between States, closes gaps
and strengthens due process regarding
our national criminal background
check system, and maintains the rea-
sonable prohibitions that are in place
today, like Kkeeping guns out of the
hands of convicted felons.

I urge my colleagues to support it.

———

CHANGE PALESTINIAN PAY-TO-
SLAY POLICY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Taylor Force
Act, offered by my colleague from Col-
orado (Mr. LAMBORN). This bill is
named after Taylor Force, who was
killed in Tel Aviv last year by a Pales-
tinian terrorist wielding a knife.

As part of the Palestinian
Authority’s ‘‘pay-to-slay’ policy in
which families of terrorists are re-
warded for murdering Americans and
Israelis, relatives of Force’s killer now
receive a $400 monthly stipend. The av-
erage monthly income for Palestinians
in the West Bank is only $150. This pol-
icy doubles, or even triples, a family’s
earnings overnight.

This policy directly encourages ter-
rorism and incentivizes the murder of
Americans and our allies. Payments to
families of terrorists have reached $355
million in 2017. The Taylor Force Act
ceases any continued U.S. aid to Pales-
tinian interests until these so-called
martyr payments are permanently
ceased.

The U.S. currently sends $300 million
in aid to Palestinian interests. We
shouldn’t send a penny more until this
heinous policy is abolished for good.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or
votes objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

SECRET SERVICE RECRUITMENT
AND RETENTION ACT OF 2017

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3731) to provide overtime pay
for employees of the United States Se-
cret Service, and for other purposes, as
amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 3731

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Secret Serv-
ice Recruitment and Retention Act of 2017".
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF OVERTIME PAY EXCEP-

TION THROUGH 2018 FOR PROTEC-
TIVE SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Overtime Pay for
Protective Services Act of 2016 (b U.S.C. 5547
note) is amended—

(1) in the section heading for section 2, by
striking ‘2016’ and inserting ‘‘2016 THROUGH
2018”"; and

(2) by striking ‘‘during 2016’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘during 2016 through
2018°.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if
enacted on December 31, 2016.

(c) REPORT ON EXTENSIONS.—Not later than
January 30, 2018, and January 30, 2019, the Di-
rector of the Secret Service shall submit to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate
a report on the effects of the amendment
made by subsection (a)(2). The report shall
include, with respect to the previous cal-
endar year—

(1) the total number of United States Se-
cret Service personnel receiving premium
pay above the premium pay limitation in
subsection (a) of section 5547 of title 5,
United States Code;

(2) the total amount of premium pay for
that calendar year paid to United States Se-
cret Service personnel above the premium
pay limitation in such subsection;

(3) the mean and median amount of pre-
mium pay paid to United States Secret Serv-
ice personnel above the premium pay limita-
tion in such subsection;

(4) the greatest amount paid to United
States Secret Service personnel above the
premium pay limitation in such subsection
and the number of employees who received
that amount;

(5) notwithstanding the amendments made
by subsection (a), the total number of United
States Secret Service personnel who were
not fully compensated for service because of
the premium pay earnings limitation in sec-
tion 118 of the Treasury and General Govern-
ment Appropriations Act, 2001 (5 U.S.C. 5547
note);

(6) the total amount of premium pay
United States Secret Service personnel
would have been paid but for the premium
pay earnings limitation in such section; and

(7) a list of United States Secret Service
personnel who, within the calendar year, re-
ceived premium pay above the premium pay
limitation in subsection (a) of section 5547 of
title 5, United States Code, and separated
from the agency, including the type of sepa-
ration in each case.

SEC. 3. REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER GEN-
ERAL OF THE UNITED STATES.

Not later than 1 year after the effective
date of this section, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall complete a study
and submit to the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives, the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate,
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate
a report on the extent of the progress made
by the United States Secret Service in im-
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plementing the recommendations of the
United States Secret Service Protective Mis-
sion Panel, including in particular those
items pertaining to training and personnel
enumerated in the Executive Summary to
Report from the United States Secret Serv-
ice Protective Mission Panel to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security dated Decem-
ber 15, 2014.

SEC. 4. RESCISSIONS.

(a) RESCISSION OF UNOBLIGATED BALANCES
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ASSETS FOR-
FEITURE FUND.—Of the unobligated balances
available under the Department of Justice
Assets Forfeiture Fund, $10,000,000 is hereby
permanently rescinded.

(b) AUTHORIZATION TO RESCIND FUTURE UN-
OBLIGATED BALANCES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND.—There is
authorized to be rescinded from the unobli-
gated balances available under the Depart-
ment of Justice Assets Forfeiture Fund
$7,000,000 in fiscal year 2018 and $3,000,000 in
fiscal year 2019.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) and the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 3731, currently under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3731, the Secret Service Re-
cruitment and Retention Act of 2017.

This bipartisan legislation was intro-
duced by my distinguished colleague,
Mr. KATKO, and negotiated between the
House dJudiciary Committee and the
House Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee. It would make small,
but significant, changes to the Federal
law to ensure that the men and women
of the United States Secret Service are
fairly compensated for performing
their duties.

This bill is necessary because, under
current law, many Secret Service
agents have hit the lawful cap that re-
stricts overtime pay in some cir-
cumstances. This means that the brave
men and women standing post, for ex-
ample, at 2 a.m. in the morning are
doing so for free. This is, without ques-
tion, an untenable situation.

H.R. 3731 makes two important
changes to the law to address this
problem.

First, it raises the overtime cap to
ensure that these agents are paid.

Second, it includes a reporting re-
quirement, directing the Government
Accountability Office to study the
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